SPM’s Summer Reading 2017

SUMMER READING FOR ALL
Please peruse the wonderful books below. Each student must choose ONE of these books to
enjoy over the summer break. You may not read a book that you read last summer. Each title
has a limited number of available slots, the books will remain on the actual sign up list as long
as it is still available. When school resumes in August students and teachers will meet in small
groups to discuss the books and participate in reflective activities on their reading.
A written component must be completed by the first day of school in August and will be turned
in during homeroom. The written assignment can be found in the link below at left. There is
also an English summer reading book for all students. AP students may have additional books
provided to you by your teacher.
Check out all of the amazing titles and get lost in your reading adventures. Once you have
decided the book you would like choose click on the link below and submit your selection.
Once the slots for that book have reached the limit it will be taken off the list, so if you do not
see it there that is why. If you do not select a book by the deadline of June 13, you will be
assigned a book and that selection will be emailed or mailed to you. Enjoy!

Written Assignments for all students
Book Choices for Grades 7 & 8
Book Choices for Grades 9-12
**All book descriptions are from Amazon.com

A Memory of Violets by Hazel Gaynor
The author of the USA Today and New York Times bestselling novel The Girl
Who Came Home has once again created an unforgettable historical novel. Step
into the world of Victorian London, where the wealth and poverty exist side by
side. This is the story of two long-lost sisters, whose lives take different paths,
and the young woman who will be transformed by their experiences.
In 1912, twenty-year-old Tilly Harper leaves the peace and beauty of her native
Lake District for London, to become assistant housemother at Mr. Shaw’s Home

for Watercress and Flower Girls. For years, the home has cared for London’s flower girls—orphaned and
crippled children living on the grimy streets and selling posies of violets and watercress to survive.
Soon after she arrives, Tilly discovers a diary written by an orphan named Florrie—a young Irish flower
girl who died of a broken heart after she and her sister, Rosie, were separated. Moved by Florrie’s pain
and all she endured in her brief life, Tilly sets out to discover what happened to Rosie. But the search
will not be easy. Full of twists and surprises, it leads the caring and determined young woman into
unexpected places, including the depths of her own heart. Grades 9-12

All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr
From the highly acclaimed, multiple award-winning Anthony Doerr, the
beautiful, stunningly ambitious instant New York Times bestseller about a blind
French girl and a German boy whose paths collide in occupied France as both try
to survive the devastation of World War II.
Marie-Laure lives with her father in Paris near the Museum of Natural History,
where he works as the master of its thousands of locks. When she is six, MarieLaure goes blind and her father builds a perfect miniature of their neighborhood
so she can memorize it by touch and navigate her way home. When she is
twelve, the Nazis occupy Paris and father and daughter flee to the walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where
Marie-Laure’s reclusive great-uncle lives in a tall house by the sea. With them they carry what might be
the museum’s most valuable and dangerous jewel.
In a mining town in Germany, the orphan Werner grows up with his younger sister, enchanted by a
crude radio they find. Werner becomes an expert at building and fixing these crucial new instruments, a
talent that wins him a place at a brutal academy for Hitler Youth, then a special assignment to track the
resistance. More and more aware of the human cost of his intelligence, Werner travels through the
heart of the war and, finally, into Saint-Malo, where his story and Marie-Laure’s converge.
Doerr’s “stunning sense of physical detail and gorgeous metaphors” (San Francisco Chronicle) are
dazzling. Deftly interweaving the lives of Marie-Laure and Werner, he illuminates the ways, against all
odds, people try to be good to one another. Ten years in the writing, a National Book Award finalist, All
the Light We Cannot See is a magnificent, deeply moving novel from a writer “whose sentences never
fail to thrill” (Los Angeles Times). Grades 9-12

Bad Boy by Walter Dean Myers

This superb memoir begins simply with an account of Myers's family history
and his boyhood. Vivid detail makes the Harlem of the '40s come alive, from
the music and children's games to the everyday struggle for survival. As
Myers grows older, however, his story also grows in complexity. Soon
readers are caught up in his turbulent adolescence and his slow, painful
development as a writer. Even while performing poorly in school, the teen
endlessly devoured great works of literature, often in secret. He also wrote,
sometimes quitting out of discouragement but always beginning again. Eventually he attended school
less and less often, sometimes fighting roaming gang members or delivering "packages" for drug
dealers. After dropping out of high school, he enlisted in the army. Sadness and bewilderment infuse
these last chapters as Myers faces a bleak future. Intellectually, he's left his family and friends far
behind, but his race and circumstances seem to give him few choices. After years of menial jobs, Myers
remembered a teacher's advice-"Whatever you do, don't stop writing"-and in time his persistence paid
off. This memoir is never preachy; instead, it is a story full of funny anecdotes, lofty ideals, and tender
moments. The author's growing awareness of racism and of his own identity as a black man make up
one of the most interesting threads. Young writers will find inspiration here, while others may read the
book as a straightforward account of a colorful, unforgettable childhood. Grades 9-12

Behind the Mountains by Edwidge Danticat
As the best student in the class, Celiane is given a "sweet little book" in which she
decides to keep a journal. Her entries date from October 2000 to March 2001, and
chronicle the family's departure from their homeland of Haiti to join her father, who
had immigrated to New York City five years earlier. In graceful prose, Danticat
seamlessly weaves together all that such a decision involves: the difficulties of rural
life on the island and a longing for an absent parent combined with a fondness for
her tiny mountain village with "the rainbows during sun showers- the smell of
pinewood burning, the golden-brown sap dripping into the fire"; and the excitement
and violence of Port-au-Prince where Celiane and her mother are injured in
bombings before the elections. When Celiane, her mother, and her 19-year-old brother are finally
approved to enter the U.S., the teen knows everything will be all right as soon as she sees her father, but
there are the unavoidable frictions among family members, fueled not only by the separation and
adjustment to a new country, but also by the natural maturing process that the children undergo. In this
gem of a book, Danticat explores the modern immigrant experience through the eyes of one teen.
Grades 7-12

Between a Rock and a Hard Place by Aron Ralston
One of the most extraordinary survival stories ever told -- Aron Ralston's
searing account of his six days trapped in one of the most remote spots in
America, and how one inspired act of bravery brought him home.
It started out as a simple hike in the Utah canyon lands on a warm Saturday
afternoon. For Aron Ralston, a twenty-seven-year-old mountaineer and
outdoorsman, a walk into the remote Blue John Canyon was a chance to get a
break from a winter of solo climbing Colorado's highest and toughest peaks.
He'd earned this weekend vacation, and though he met two charming women
along the way, by early afternoon he finally found himself in his element: alone, with just the beauty of
the natural world all around him.
It was 2:41 P.M. Eight miles from his truck, in a deep and narrow slot canyon, Aron was climbing down
off a wedged boulder when the rock suddenly, and terrifyingly, came loose. Before he could get out of
the way, the falling stone pinned his right hand and wrist against the canyon wall.
And so began six days of hell for Aron Ralston. With scant water and little food, no jacket for the
painfully cold nights, and the terrible knowledge that he'd told no one where he was headed, he found
himself facing a lingering death -- trapped by an 800-pound boulder 100 feet down in the bottom of a
canyon. As he eliminated his escape options one by one through the days, Aron faced the full horror of
his predicament: By the time any possible search and rescue effort would begin, he'd most probably
have died of dehydration, if a flash flood didn't drown him before that.
What does one do in the face of almost certain death? Using the video camera from his pack, Aron
began recording his grateful good-byes to his family and friends all over the country, thinking back over
a life filled with adventure, and documenting a last will and testament with the hope that someone
would find it. (For their part, his family and friends had instigated a major search for Aron, the amazing
details of which are also documented here for the first time.) The knowledge of their love kept Aron
Ralston alive, until a divine inspiration on Thursday morning solved the riddle of the boulder. Aron then
committed the most extreme act imaginable to save himself.
Between a Rock and a Hard Place -- a brilliantly written, funny, honest, inspiring, and downright
astonishing report from the line where death meets life -- will surely take its place in the annals of classic
adventure stories. Grades 7-12

Brain on Fire, by Susannah Cahalan
An award-winning memoir and instant New York Times bestseller that goes far
beyond its riveting medical mystery, Brain on Fire is the powerful account of
one woman’s struggle to recapture her identity.
When twenty-four-year-old Susannah Cahalan woke up alone in a hospital
room, strapped to her bed and unable to move or speak, she had no memory of
how she’d gotten there. Days earlier, she had been on the threshold of a new,
adult life: at the beginning of her first serious relationship and a promising
career at a major New York newspaper. Now she was labeled violent, psychotic,
a flight risk. What happened?

In a swift and breathtaking narrative, Susannah tells the astonishing true story of her descent into
madness, her family’s inspiring faith in her, and the lifesaving diagnosis that nearly didn’t happen. “A
fascinating look at the disease that…could have cost this vibrant, vital young woman her life” (People),
Brain on Fire is an unforgettable exploration of memory and identity, faith and love, and a profoundly
compelling tale of survival and perseverance that is destined to become a classic. Grades 9-12

Feed by M.T. Anderson
For Titus and his friends, it started out like any ordinary trip to the moon - a
chance to party during spring break and play with some stupid low-grav at
the Ricochet Lounge. But that was before the crazy hacker caused all their
feeds to malfunction, sending them to the hospital to lie around with
nothing inside their heads for days. And it was before Titus met Violet, a
beautiful, brainy teenage girl who has decided to fight the feed and its
omnipresent ability to categorize human thoughts and desires. Following in
the footsteps of George Orwell, Anthony Burgess, and Kurt Vonnegut Jr.,
M. T. Anderson has created a not-so-brave new world — and a smart,
savage satire that has captivated readers with its view of an imagined future that veers unnervingly
close to the here and now. Grades 9-12

For One More Day by Mitch Albom
This is the story of Charley, a child of divorce who is always forced to
choose between his mother and his father. He grows into a man and starts
a family of his own. But one fateful weekend, he leaves his mother to
secretly be with his father--and she dies while he is gone. This haunts him
for years. It unravels his own young family. It leads him to depression and
drunkenness. One night, he decides to take his life. But somewhere
between this world and the next, he encounters his mother again, in their
hometown, and gets to spend one last day with her--the day he missed
and always wished he'd had. He asks the questions many of us yearn to
ask, the questions we never ask while our parents are alive. By the end of this magical day, Charley
discovers how little he really knew about his mother, the secret of how her love saved their family, and
how deeply he wants the second chance to save his own. Grades 9-12

FURTL by Strobe Witherspoon
"In a dumbed-down, dystopic near-future America, high-tech tycoon Manny Kahn
fights to save the nation from political pathologies brought about by his own
creation, a ubiquitous online search engine...Witherspoon keeps the narrative as
lean as an iPad and resists the gimmick of writing the thing in text-message
shorthand. Though characterizations are often tweet-deep, the nonstop invention
and wit spare neither the left nor the right. Sharp-toothed and Bluetoothed-gigabyte-size political and social satire for the wired generation." KIRKUS REVIEWS
"...as page-turning as it was satirical and allegorical. It simultaneously pokes fun
and offers commentary on privacy and the negative effects of social networks. Buy
it in paperback form, or enjoy the irony of downloading the ebook." PEOPLE'S WORLD Top 10 books of
2014. Grades 11-12

Golfing With God by Roland Merullo
Herman "Hank" Fins-Winston was a pro golfer destined for greatness. Now he lives
in a condominium on the thirteenth fairway of one of heaven's glorious courses – a
fact he finds surprising and amusing, since for one reason or another, a fair
percentage of golfers never make it to paradise. Hank is having the time of his
afterlife until he's summoned one idyllic morning to play a round with the
Almighty. It seems that God is having some trouble with His game. As they play the
heavenly courses, both in paradise and back on earth, Hank comes to realize that
what began as a golf lesson has become a spiritual journey. Grades 9-12

I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban by Malala Yousafzai
A MEMOIR BY THE YOUNGEST RECIPIENT OF THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE
"I come from a country that was created at midnight. When I almost died it
was just after midday."
When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke
out. Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought for her right to an
education.
On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She was shot in
the head at point-blank range while riding the bus home from school, and few expected her to survive.
Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an extraordinary journey from a remote valley in
northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York. At sixteen, she became a global symbol
of peaceful protest and the youngest nominee ever for the Nobel Peace Prize.

I AM MALALA is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for girls'
education, of a father who, himself a school owner, championed and encouraged his daughter to write
and attend school, and of brave parents who have a fierce love for their daughter in a society that prizes
sons.
I AM MALALA will make you believe in the power of one person's voice to inspire change in the world.
Grades 7-12

Les Miserables by Victor Hugo
Introducing one of the most famous characters in literature, Jean Valjean—
the noble peasant imprisoned for stealing a loaf of bread—Les Misérables
ranks among the greatest novels of all time. In it, Victor Hugo takes readers
deep into the Parisian underworld, immerses them in a battle between good
and evil, and carries them to the barricades during the uprising of 1832 with a
breathtaking realism that is unsurpassed in modern prose. Within his
dramatic story are themes that capture the intellect and the emotions: crime
and punishment, the relentless persecution of Valjean by Inspector Javert, the
desperation of the prostitute Fantine, the amorality of the rogue Thénardier, and the universal desire to
escape the prisons of our own minds. Les Misérables gave Victor Hugo a canvas upon which he
portrayed his criticism of the French political and judicial systems, but the portrait that resulted is larger
than life, epic in scope—an extravagant spectacle that dazzles the senses even as it touches the heart.
Grades 11 & 12

My Beloved World by Sonia Sotomayor
The first Hispanic and third woman appointed to the United States Supreme
Court, Sonia Sotomayor has become an instant American icon. Now, with a
candor and intimacy never undertaken by a sitting Justice, she recounts her
life from a Bronx housing project to the federal bench, a journey that offers
an inspiring testament to her own extraordinary determination and the
power of believing in oneself.
Here is the story of a precarious childhood, with an alcoholic father (who
would die when she was nine) and a devoted but overburdened mother,
and of the refuge a little girl took from the turmoil at home with her passionately spirited paternal
grandmother. But it was when she was diagnosed with juvenile diabetes that the precocious Sonia
recognized she must ultimately depend on herself. She would learn to give herself the insulin shots she
needed to survive and soon imagined a path to a different life. With only television characters for her
professional role models, and little understanding of what was involved, she determined to become a
lawyer, a dream that would sustain her on an unlikely course, from valedictorian of her high school class
to the highest honors at Princeton, Yale Law School, the New York County District Attorney’s office,

private practice, and appointment to the Federal District Court before the age of forty. Along the way
we see how she was shaped by her invaluable mentors, a failed marriage, and the modern version of
extended family she has created from cherished friends and their children. Through her still-astonished
eyes, America’s infinite possibilities are envisioned anew in this warm and honest book, destined to
become a classic of self-invention and self-discovery. Grades 9-12

Ride On: A Motorcycle Journey to Awaken the Soul and Rediscover its Maker by Joseph Fehlen
Through humor, whimsical story-telling and spiritual insight Joseph Fehlen
shares his journey of becoming a motorcyclist at the age of 34. A man with a
family, career, and perfectly normal life gets permission from his mom and wife,
trades in his car for a motorcycle and begins an adventure that teaches him
lessons about life, faith and what really matters most.
Ride On is filled with a whole cast of endearing characters complemented by the
intricacies of the motorcycle culture. In a garage logic sort of way, Joseph
interweaves the lessons he learned with those Jesus modeled, creating a tapestry of learning
opportunities for the reader. With uncanny clarity these real life situations will assist even those who
have never ridden a motorcycle, or even plan to experience one of life’s greatest joys. Come and join
him as you ride on! Grades 7-12

Sister Christel: The Silence of Love by Fadi Azar
A message of universal love beyond all borders. A proof that love may
overcome all barriers.
With this novel, Fadi managed to transport me to an extraordinary human
adventure with enduring characters and so real. The twists and especially
the epilogue of this book have particularly moved me to tears; what
emotions! This novel by its message of selflessness, innovates in the
definition and the philosophy of the mythical word “LOVE.” Grades 7-12

Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult
Ruth Jefferson is a labor and delivery nurse at a Connecticut hospital with more
than twenty years’ experience. During her shift, Ruth begins a routine checkup
on a newborn, only to be told a few minutes later that she’s been reassigned to
another patient. The parents are white supremacists and don’t want Ruth, who
is African American, to touch their child. The hospital complies with their
request, but the next day, the baby goes into cardiac distress while Ruth is alone
in the nursery. Does she obey orders or does she intervene?

Ruth hesitates before performing CPR and, as a result, is charged with a serious crime. Kennedy
McQuarrie, a white public defender, takes her case but gives unexpected advice: Kennedy insists that
mentioning race in the courtroom is not a winning strategy. Conflicted by Kennedy’s counsel, Ruth tries
to keep life as normal as possible for her family—especially her teenage son—as the case becomes a
media sensation. As the trial moves forward, Ruth and Kennedy must gain each other’s trust, and come
to see that what they’ve been taught their whole lives about others—and themselves—might be wrong.
With incredible empathy, intelligence, and candor, Jodi Picoult tackles race, privilege, prejudice, justice,
and compassion—and doesn’t offer easy answers. Small Great Things is a remarkable achievement from
a writer at the top of her game. Grades 9-12

Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson
The first ten lies they tell you in high school.
"Speak up for yourself--we want to know what you have to say." From the first
moment of her freshman year at Merryweather High, Melinda knows this is a big
fat lie, part of the nonsense of high school. She is friendless, outcast, because
she busted an end-of-summer party by calling the cops, so now nobody will talk
to her, let alone listen to her. As time passes, she becomes increasingly isolated
and practically stops talking altogether. Only her art class offers any solace, and
it is through her work on an art project that she is finally able to face what really happened at that
terrible party: she was raped by an upperclassman, a guy who still attends Merryweather and is still a
threat to her. Her healing process has just begun when she has another violent encounter with him. But
this time Melinda fights back, refuses to be silent, and thereby achieves a measure of vindication. In
Laurie Halse Anderson's powerful novel, an utterly believable heroine with a bitterly ironic voice delivers
a blow to the hypocritical world of high school. She speaks for many a disenfranchised teenager while
demonstrating the importance of speaking up for oneself.
Speak was a 1999 National Book Award Finalist for Young People's Literature. Grades 10-12

Students for Life: Answering the Call, Making the Case, Saving Lives by John Ensor and Scott Klusendorf
With an introduction by Kristan Hawkins, President, Students for Life of
America Of the 1.2 million abortions performed annually in the U.S., more
than 500,000 are performed on college-aged women. They make up 44% of
all abortions in the country. So it is not surprising that there is a large,
thriving network of pro-life groups on college campuses. The most
prominent of these is Students for Life of America, which has 637 pro-life
student groups on college campuses in forty-eight states. These groups
serve to advocate for pro-life and educate other young people about the
physical, emotional, psychological and spiritual effects that abortion has on

women. While there are online guides and booklets on the topic, there are currently very few-if anybooks that are specifically geared for use by young advocates for this cause. Now there is Students for
Life, a 'manual' that addresses tough questions in a format that is concise and straightforward. Grades
9-12

The Day the World Came to Town: 9/11 in Gander, Newfoundland by Jim DeFede
"For the better part of a week, nearly every man, woman, and child in Gander
and the surrounding smaller towns stopped what they were doing so they could
help. They placed their lives on hold for a group of strangers and asked for
nothing in return. They affirmed the basic goodness of man at a time when it
was easy to doubt such humanity still existed."
When thirty-eight jetliners bound for the United States were forced to land in
Gander, Newfoundland, on September 11, 2001, due to the closing of United
States airspace, the citizens of this small community were called upon to come to the aid of more than
six thousand displaced travelers.
Roxanne and Clarke Loper were excited to be on their way home from a lengthy and exhausting trip to
Kazakhstan, where they had adopted a daughter, when their plane suddenly changed course and they
found themselves in Newfoundland. Hannah and Dennis O'Rourke, who had been on vacation in Ireland,
were forced to receive updates by telephone on the search for their son Kevin, who was among the
firefighters missing at the World Trade Center. George Vitale, a New York state trooper and head of the
governor's security detail in New York City who was returning from a trip to Dublin, struggled to locate
his sister Patty, who worked in the Twin Towers. A family of Russian immigrants, on their way to the
Seattle area to begin a new life, dealt with the uncertainty of conditions in their future home.
The people of Gander were asked to aid and care for these distraught travelers, as well as for thousands
more, and their response was truly extraordinary. Oz Fudge, the town constable, searched all over
Gander for a flight-crew member so that he could give her a hug as a favor to her sister, a fellow law
enforcement officer who managed to reach him by phone. Eithne Smith, an elementary-school teacher,
helped the passengers staying at her school put together letters to family members all over the world,
which she then faxed. Bonnie Harris, Vi Tucker, and Linda Humby, members of a local animal protection
agency, crawled into the jets' cargo holds to feed and care for all of the animals on the flights. Hundreds
of people put their names on a list to take passengers into their homes and give them a chance to get
cleaned up and relax.
The Day the World Came to Town is a positively heartwarming account of the citizens of Gander and its
surrounding communities and the unexpected guests who were welcomed with exemplary kindness.
Grades 7-12

The First Phone Call From Heaven by Mitch Albom
The First Phone Call from Heaven tells the story of a small town on Lake
Michigan that gets worldwide attention when its citizens start receiving phone
calls from the afterlife. Is it the greatest miracle ever or a massive hoax? Sully
Harding, a grief-stricken single father, is determined to find out. An allegory
about the power of belief—and a page-turner that will touch your soul—
Albom's masterful storytelling has never been so moving and unexpected.
Readers of The Five People You Meet in Heaven will recognize the warmth and
emotion so redolent of Albom's writing, and those who haven't yet enjoyed the power of his
storytelling, will thrill at the discovery of one of the best-loved writers of our time. Grades 9-12

The Imagineering Field Guide to the Magic Kingdom at Walt Disney World by The Disney Imagineers
The first in a series of pocket-sized paperbacks will answer the question, "What
would it be like to walk through the Disney Theme Parks with an Imagineer by
your side?" The Imagineering Field Guide to The Magic Kingdom at Walt Disney
World provides that experience: pointing out details and telling stories, back
stories, and Imagineering insights never before heard, condensed into a portable,
easily-referenced park guide. You'll never spend time at Walt Disney World the
same way again. Each spread contains fascinating textual information and related
images (drawings, photos, graphics). Grades 7-12

The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd
Writing at the height of her narrative and imaginative gifts, Sue Monk Kidd
presents a masterpiece of hope, daring, the quest for freedom, and the desire to
have a voice in the world.
Hetty “Handful” Grimke, an urban slave in early nineteenth century Charleston,
yearns for life beyond the suffocating walls that enclose her within the wealthy
Grimke household. The Grimke’s daughter, Sarah, has known from an early age
she is meant to do something large in the world, but she is hemmed in by the
limits imposed on women.
Kidd’s sweeping novel is set in motion on Sarah’s eleventh birthday, when she is given ownership of ten
year old Handful, who is to be her handmaid. We follow their remarkable journeys over the next thirty
five years, as both strive for a life of their own, dramatically shaping each other’s destinies and forming a
complex relationship marked by guilt, defiance, estrangement and the uneasy ways of love.
As the stories build to a riveting climax, Handful will endure loss and sorrow, finding courage and a sense
of self in the process. Sarah will experience crushed hopes, betrayal, unrequited love, and ostracism

before leaving Charleston to find her place alongside her fearless younger sister, Angelina, as one of the
early pioneers in the abolition and women’s rights movements.
Inspired by the historical figure of Sarah Grimke, Kidd goes beyond the record to flesh out the rich
interior lives of all of her characters, both real and invented, including Handful’s cunning mother,
Charlotte, who courts danger in her search for something better.
This exquisitely written novel is a triumph of storytelling that looks with unswerving eyes at a
devastating wound in American history, through women whose struggles for liberation, empowerment,
and expression will leave no reader unmoved. Grades 9-12

The Notebook by Nicholas Sparks
Every so often a love story so captures our hearts that it becomes more than a
story-it becomes an experience to remember forever. The Notebook is such a
book. It is a celebration of how passion can be ageless and timeless, a tale that
moves us to laughter and tears and makes us believe in true love all over again...
At thirty-one, Noah Calhoun, back in coastal North Carolina after World War II, is
haunted by images of the girl he lost more than a decade earlier. At twenty-nine,
socialite Allie Nelson is about to marry a wealthy lawyer, but she cannot stop
thinking about the boy who long ago stole her heart. Thus begins the story of a
love so enduring and deep it can turn tragedy into triumph, and may even have the power to create a
miracle... Grades 9-12

The Red Bandanna: A life, A Choice, A Legacy by Tom Ronaldi
One Sunday morning before church, when Welles Crowther was a young boy, his
father gave him a red handkerchief for his back pocket. Welles kept it with him
that day, and just about every day to come; it became a fixture and his signature.
A standout athlete growing up in Upper Nyack, NY, Welles was also a volunteer at
the local fire department, along with his father. He cherished the necessity and
the camaraderie, the meaning of the role. Fresh from college, he took a Wall
Street job on the 104th floor of the South Tower of the World Trade Center, but the dream of becoming
a firefighter with the FDNY remained.
When the Twin Towers fell, Welles’s parents had no idea what happened to him. In the unbearable days
that followed, they came to accept that he would never come home. But the mystery of his final hours
persisted. Eight months after the attacks, however, Welles’s mother read a news account from several
survivors, badly hurt on the 78th floor of the South Tower, who said they and others had been led to
safety by a stranger, carrying a woman on his back, down nearly twenty flights of stairs. After leading
them down, the young man turned around. “I’m going back up,” was all he said.

The survivors didn’t know his name, but despite the smoke and panic, one of them remembered a single
detail clearly: the man was wearing a red bandanna.
Tom Rinaldi’s The Red Bandanna is about a fearless choice, about a crucible of terror and the
indomitable spirit to answer it. Examining one decision in the gravest situation, it celebrates the
difference one life can make. Grades 10-12

The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis
The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis is a classic masterpiece of religious satire that
entertains readers with its sly and ironic portrayal of human life and foibles from
the vantage point of Screwtape, a highly placed assistant to "Our Father Below." At
once wildly comic, deadly serious, and strikingly original, C.S. Lewis's The Screwtape
Letters is the most engaging account of temptation—and triumph over it—ever
written. Grades 10-12

The Shadow of the Bear by Regina Doman
When Bear, a mysterious young man, lands on Blanche and Rose Brier’s doorstep
in New York City, the two sisters have conflicting opinions on whether or not he is
dangerous. Even as Blanche learns to trust him, her fears that Bear’s friendship
threatens their family prove terrifyingly true. A modern retelling of the classic
Brothers Grimm fairytale. Grades 7-12

The Short and Tragic Life of Robert Peace by Jeff Hobbs
An instant New York Times bestseller, named a best book of the year by The New York Times Book
Review, Amazon, and Entertainment Weekly, among others, this celebrated account of a young AfricanAmerican man who escaped Newark, NJ, to attend Yale, but still faced the dangers of the streets when
he returned is, “nuanced and shattering” (People) and “mesmeric” (The New York Times Book Review).
When author Jeff Hobbs arrived at Yale University, he became fast friends with the man who would be
his college roommate for four years, Robert Peace. Robert’s life was rough from the beginning in the
crime-ridden streets of Newark in the 1980s, with his father in jail and his mother earning less than
$15,000 a year. But Robert was a brilliant student, and it was supposed to get easier when he was

accepted to Yale, where he studied molecular biochemistry and biophysics.
But it didn’t get easier. Robert carried with him the difficult dual nature of his
existence, trying to fit in at Yale, and at home on breaks.
A compelling and honest portrait of Robert’s relationships—with his struggling
mother, with his incarcerated father, with his teachers and friends—The Short
and Tragic Life of Robert Peace encompasses the most enduring conflicts in
America: race, class, drugs, community, imprisonment, education, family,
friendship, and love. It’s about the collision of two fiercely insular worlds—the ivy-covered campus of
Yale University and the slums of Newark, New Jersey, and the difficulty of going from one to the other
and then back again. It’s about trying to live a decent life in America. But most all this “fresh,
compelling” (The Washington Post) story is about the tragic life of one singular brilliant young man. His
end, a violent one, is heartbreaking and powerful and “a haunting American tragedy for our times”
(Entertainment Weekly). Grades 11-12

The Sun is Also a Star by Nicola Yoon
Over the course of a single day in New York City, two teenagers who have nothing in
common randomly meet and fall in love. Now I know that sounds absurdly cliché, but
somehow in Nicola Yoon’s hands, it doesn’t read that way. Natasha is a practical young
woman trying to keep her family from being deported in a matter of hours. Daniel is a
poet at heart, but on this day he is dutifully making good on his familial commitment
to a college interview. The two are inexplicably drawn to each other and somehow
their paths keep converging. The novel is told in alternating points of view, and one of
the special touches of Yoon’s book are the chapters narrated by people who are
unintentionally part of Natasha and Daniel’s story, mirroring our almost spooky
interconnectedness. The Sun is Also a Star is a thought-provoking story of possibility, fate, and the
illogical beauty of love. Grades 8-12

The Trouble With Lemons by Daniel Hayes
Things are tough enough for eighth-grader Tyler McAllister before he bumps into a
dead body while swimming in the quarry. Tyler is trying to understand why he is
allergic to almost everything in the world, how he could have saved his parents'
marriage and why his father had to die in a plane crash. Trying to cope with a move
from L.A. to upstate New York, the boy sorely misses his mother and brother who
are away filming movies. Tyler is suddenly thrust into the midst of a murder case,
the resolution of which seems to depend upon him. As the investigation grows
increasingly confusing and overwhelming, Tyler's previous dilemmas gradually
become lucid and surmountable. (Hayes beautifully draws a contrast between these two facets of
Tyler's life.) Tyler gains new perspectives, discovering friendship, love and self-respect as he works
through his problems. Tyler's unique, deftly drawn character highlights this carefully crafted, powerful

story. As a mystery it is intriguing, but as a novel about introspection and self-acceptance, it is
irresistible. Grades 7 & 8

Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe
Things Fall Apart is the first of three novels in Chinua Achebe's critically
acclaimed African Trilogy. It is a classic narrative about Africa's cataclysmic
encounter with Europe as it establishes a colonial presence on the continent.
Told through the fictional experiences of Okonkwo, a wealthy and fearless Igbo
warrior of Umuofia in the late 1800s, Things Fall Apart explores one man's
futile resistance to the devaluing of his Igbo traditions by British political and
religious forces and his despair as his community capitulates to the powerful
new order.
With more than 20 million copies sold and translated into fifty-seven languages, Things Fall Apart
provides one of the most illuminating and permanent monuments to African experience. Achebe does
not only capture life in a pre-colonial African village, he conveys the tragedy of the loss of that world
while broadening our understanding of our contemporary realities. Grades 9-12

This Present Darkness by Frank Peretti

The small town of Ashton is the unexpected setting for an epic clash
between good and evil as a Christian preacher and a news reporter unearth
a plot to take over their small community, and eventually the world. Unseen
supernatural forces are at play, as armies of angels and demons wage battle,
with groups of Christians and New Agers influencing what they cannot see
by the power of prayer. Grades 7-12

Twerp by Mark Goldblatt
It's not like I meant for Danley to get hurt. . . .
Julian Twerski isn't a bully. He's just made a big mistake. So when he
returns to school after a weeklong suspension, his English teacher offers him
a deal: if he keeps a journal and writes about the incident that got him and
his friends suspended, he can get out of writing a report on Shakespeare.
Julian jumps at the chance. And so begins his account of life in sixth grade-blowing up homemade fireworks, writing a love letter for his best friend
(with disastrous results), and worrying whether he's still the fastest kid in

school. Lurking in the background, though, is the one story he can't bring himself to tell, the one story
his teacher most wants to hear.
Inspired by Mark Goldblatt's own childhood growing up in 1960s Queens, Twerp shines with powerful
writing that will have readers laughing and crying right along with these flawed but unforgettable
characters. Grades 7 & 8

Woodlawn: One Hope. One Dream. One Way by Todd Gerelds
This riveting true story of courage, strength, and football at the height of racial
tension in Birmingham, Alabama, inspired the motion picture Woodlawn, and
tells the story of Coach Tandy Gerelds, his running back Tony Nathan, and a high
school football game that healed a city.
In the midst of violent, impassioned racial tensions in Birmingham, Alabama, new
football coach, Tandy Gerelds, was struggling to create a winning football team at
Woodlawn High School—one of the last schools in Birmingham to integrate. The team he was handed
did not have the caliber of players he needed to win—until he saw Tony Nathan run.
But Tony was African American and Coach Gerelds knew that putting him in as running back would be
like drawing a target on his own back and the back of his soon-to-be star player. But Coach Gerelds saw
something in Tony, and he knew that his decision to let him play was about more than football. It was
about doing what was right for the school…and the city.
And soon, the only place in the city where blacks and whites got along was on Coach Gerelds’s football
team. With the help of a new school chaplain, Tony learned to look beyond himself and realized that
there was more at stake than winning a game.
In 1974, Coach Gerelds’s interracial team made Alabama history drawing 42,000 fans into the stadium to
watch them play. It was this game that triggered the unity and support of the Woodlawn High School
Colonels and that finally allowed a city to heal and taught its citizens how to love. Grades 9-12

You Can Draw in 30 Days: The Fun, Easy Way to Draw in One Month or Less by Mark Kistler
Drawing is an acquired skill, not a talent—anyone can learn to draw! All you need is
a pencil, a piece of paper, and the willingness to tap into your hidden artistic
abilities. You Can Draw in 30 Days will teach you the rest. With Emmy award–
winning, longtime PBS host Mark Kistler as your guide, you’ll learn the secrets of
sophisticated three-dimensional renderings, and have fun along the way. Inside
you’ll find:
• Quick and easy step-by-step instructions for drawing everything from simple
spheres to apples, trees, buildings, and the human hand and face

•

More than 500 line drawings, illustrating each step

•

Time-tested tips, techniques, and tutorials for drawing in 3-D

•

The 9 Fundamental Laws of Drawing to create the illusion of depth in any drawing

•

75 student examples to help gauge your own progress

In just 20 minutes a day for a month, you can learn to draw anything, whether from the world around
you or from your own imagination. It’s time to embark on your creative journey. Pick up your pencil and
begin today! Grades 7 & 8
Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain Workbook: The Definitive, Updated 2nd Edition (Spiral Bound) by
Betty Edwards

Millions of people around the world have learned to draw using the methods
outlined in Dr. Betty Edwards’s groundbreaking Drawing on the Right Side of
the Brain. In this workbook, the essential companion to her international
bestseller, Edwards offers readers the key to truly mastering the art of
drawing: guided practice in the five foundational skills of drawing.
Each of the forty carefully constructed exercises in this updated second edition
is accompanied by brief instruction, sample drawings, ready made formats and
blank pages on which to draw, and helpful post-exercise pointers. You will
explore wide-ranging subject matter—still life, landscape, imaginative drawing, portraits, and the
figure—and gain experience with various mediums, such as pen and ink, charcoal, and Conte crayon.
Learning to draw is very much like mastering a sport or a musical instrument: once you understand the
basic skills, you must practice, practice, practice. This brilliantly designed and practical workbook from a
world-renowned art teacher offers the perfect opportunity to improve your skills and expand your
repertoire. Grades 9-12

Lion: A Long Way Home (Young Readers Edition) by Saroo Brierley
When Saroo Brierley used Google Earth to find his long-lost home town half a world
away, he made global headlines. Saroo had become lost on a train in India at the age of
five. Not knowing the name of his family or where he was from, he survived for weeks on
the streets of Kolkata before being taken into an orphanage and adopted by a couple in
Australia. Despite being happy in his new family, Saroo always wondered about his
origins. When he was a young man the advent of Google Earth led him to pore over
satellite images of India for landmarks he recognized. And one day, after years of
searching, he miraculously found what he was looking for and set off on a journey to find his mother.
Grades 7-9

Exploring the Faith of America’s Presidents by Kendra Hazlett Armstrong and Deborah Sprinkle
“The things that will destroy America are prosperity-at-any-price, peaceat-any-price, safety-first instead of duty-first, the love of soft living and
the get-rich-quick theory of life". ~ Theodore "Teddy" Roosevelt, 26th
U.S. President.
Exploring the Faith of America's Presidents is an engaging, enlightening
and inspirational resource which examines the role faith has played in the
presidency throughout American history--and much more!
"It's refreshing to read a perspective on the foundations of our country that's not driven by partisan
political parties. This book quotes ALL Presidents, BOTH Republican and Democrat. It tackles head on the
mistakes and the triumphs of our flawed American history." ~ Rev. Rufus Smith, Sr. Assoc. Pastor, Hope
Presbyterian Church, Cordova, TN.

