SPM 2019 Summer Reading Choices
Step 1: Read through the book descriptions on this page to see which book(s) you’re interested
in choosing for summer reading. Make note of a few of them, in case your top choice is full.
Step 2: After you’ve read through the descriptions, click on the link below that applies to the
grade you will be in next year. Another window will open - select your summer reading book
from the drop down menu and fill in your information. After you click “submit” - you’re all set to
begin reading your summer reading selection! Don’t forget which book you chose, you can’t
change your selection once you’ve made it.
Grades 7 & 8 Summer Reading Choices
Grades 9-12 Summer Reading Choices

Fan Girl by Rainbow Rowell
In Rainbow Rowell's Fangirl, Cath is a Simon Snow fan. Okay, the
whole world is a Simon Snow fan, but for Cath, being a fan is her
life--and she's really good at it. She and her twin sister, Wren,
ensconced themselves in the Simon Snow series when they were just
kids; it's what got them through their mother leaving.
Reading. Rereading. Hanging out in Simon Snow forums, writing Simon
Snow fan fiction, dressing up like the characters for every movie
premiere.
Cath's sister has mostly grown away from fandom, but Cath can't let go.
She doesn't want to.
Now that they're going to college, Wren has told Cath she doesn't want
to be roommates. Cath is on her own, completely outside of her comfort
zone. She's got a surly roommate with a charming, always-around boyfriend, a fiction-writing
professor who thinks fan fiction is the end of the civilized world, a handsome classmate who only
wants to talk about words . . . And she can't stop worrying about her dad, who's loving and fragile
and has never really been alone.
For Cath, the question is: Can she do this?
Can she make it without Wren holding her hand? Is she ready to start living her own life? Writing her
own stories?
And does she even want to move on if it means leaving Simon Snow behind?

Have a Little Faith by Mitch Albom
What if our beliefs were not what divided us, but what pulled us
together? In Have a Little Faith, Mitch Albom offers a beautifully
written story of a remarkable eight-year journey between two
worlds--two men, two faiths, two communities--that will inspire readers
everywhere. Albom's first nonfiction book since Tuesdays with Morrie,
Have a Little Faith begins with an unusual request: an
eighty-two-year-old rabbi from Albom's old hometown asks him to
deliver his eulogy. Feeling unworthy, Albom insists on understanding
the man better, which throws him back into a world of faith he'd left
years ago. Meanwhile, closer to his current home, Albom becomes
involved with a Detroit pastor--a reformed drug dealer and
convict--who preaches to the poor and homeless in a decaying church
with a hole in its roof. Moving between their worlds, Christian and
Jewish, African-American and white, impoverished and well-to-do,
Albom observes how these very different men employ faith similarly in fighting for survival: the older,
suburban rabbi embracing it as death approaches; the younger, inner-city pastor relying on it to keep
himself and his church afloat.

Siddhartha by Herman Hesse
This classic novel of self-discovery has inspired generations of
seekers. With parallels to the enlightenment of the Buddha, Hesse's
Siddhartha is the story of a young Brahmin's quest for the ultimate
reality. His quest takes him from the extremes of indulgent sensuality
to the rigors of ascetism and self-denial. At last he learns that wisdom
cannot be taught — it must come from one's own experience and
inner struggle. Steeped in the tenets of both psychoanalysis and
Eastern mysticism, Siddhartha presents a strikingly original view of
man and culture, and the arduous process of self-discovery that leads
to reconciliation, harmony, and peace.

A Fine and Pleasant Misery by Patrick F. McManus

The great outdoors have never been rendered as hysterically as in the
reminiscences―true and exaggerated―of Patrick F. McManus. If
you’re thinking about getting back to nature, the surreal adventures
chronicled here will make you think twice about giving it all up for a life
of camping, hiking, and hunting.

All Souls by Michael Patrick MacDonald (9-12)
Michael Patrick MacDonald grew up in Southie’s Old Colony housing
project. He describes the way this world within a world felt to the
troubled yet keenly gifted observer he was even as a child: “[as if] we
were protected, as if the whole neighborhood was watching our backs
for threats, watching for all the enemies we could never really define.”
But the threats-poverty, drugs, a shadowy gangster world-were real.
MacDonald lost four of his siblings to violence and poverty. All Souls is
heart-breaking testimony to lives lost too early, and the story of how a
place so filled with pain could still be “the best place in the world.”

Lucifer’s Hammer by Larry Niven, Jerry Pournelle
The gigantic comet had slammed into Earth, forging earthquakes a
thousand times too powerful to measure on the Richter scale, tidal
waves thousands of feet high. Cities were turned into oceans; oceans
turned into steam. It was the beginning of a new Ice Age and the end
of civilization.
But for the terrified men and women chance had saved, it was also the
dawn of a new struggle for survival—a struggle more dangerous and
challenging than any they had ever known. . . .

Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain Workbook by Betty Edwards (9-12)
Millions of people around the world have learned to draw using
the methods outlined in Dr. Betty Edwards’s groundbreaking
Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain. In this workbook, the
essential companion to her international bestseller, Edwards
offers readers the key to truly mastering the art of drawing:
guided practice in the five foundational skills of drawing.
Each of the forty carefully constructed exercises in this updated
second edition is accompanied by brief instruction, sample
drawings, ready made formats and blank pages on which to
draw, and helpful post-exercise pointers. You will explore
wide-ranging subject matter—still life, landscape, imaginative
drawing, portraits, and the figure—and gain experience with
various mediums, such as pen and ink, charcoal, and Conte
crayon.
Learning to draw is very much like mastering a sport or a musical instrument: once you understand
the basic skills, you must practice, practice, practice. This brilliantly designed and practical workbook
from a world-renowned art teacher offers the perfect opportunity to improve your skills and expand
your repertoire.

Art for Kids: Drawing: The Only Drawing Book You'll Ever Need to Be the Artist You've
Always Wanted to Be by Kathryn Temple (7 & 8)
When children draw, they want to create an accurate likeness of
the things they see. With this imaginative, informative, and amply
illustrated guide, it's amazingly easy for kids to make their art
dreams come true. The entertaining, hands-on lessons begin with
contour drawing techniques and feature numerous exercises that
show budding artists how to make basic shapes and forms, create
the illusion of volume with light, use perspective, and accurately
draw people, animals, landscapes, and more.

Illustrated Elements of Art and Principles of Design: Hands on Activities, Full-Color
Reproductions, Descriptions of Each Concept by Gerald F. Brommer (advanced and AP Art
students only)
The illustrated book of the Elements of Art and Principles of
Design has been developed for students with large full-color
reproductions and clear explanations of each concept.
Introductions to the elements and principles are enhanced with
colorful illustrations, artwork, and photographs. Each individual
concept line, shape, color, value, form, texture, space, balance,
contrast, emphasis, movement, pattern, rhythm, and unity is
followed by hands-on activities to reinforce students'
comprehension. Reproducible worksheets, a game using the
name of all the concepts, along with a glossary of art vocabulary
words are included. This book is digital reader friendly and an
excellent reference for developing art skills and understanding
how the elements and principles work together to create a composition with a good design.

The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen

Jessica thinks her life is over when she loses a leg in a car accident.
She’s not comforted by the news that she’ll be able to walk with the
help of a prosthetic leg. Who cares about walking when you live to run?
As she struggles to cope, Jessica feels that she’s both in the spotlight
and invisible. People who don’t know what to say act like she’s not
there. Jessica’s embarrassed to realize that she’s done the same to a
girl with CP named Rosa. A girl who is going to tutor her through all the
math she’s missed. A girl who sees right into the heart of her.
With the support of family, friends, a coach, and her track teammates,
Jessica may actually be able to run again. But that’s not enough for her
now. She doesn’t just want to cross finish lines herself—she wants to
take Rosa with her.

Does My Head Look Big in This? By Randa Abdel-Fattah
Sixteen-year-old Amal makes the decision to start wearing the hijab
full-time and everyone has a reaction. Her parents, her teachers, her
friends, people on the street. But she stands by her decision to
embrace her faith and all that it is, even if it does make her a little
different from everyone else.
Can she handle the taunts of "towel head," the prejudice of her
classmates, and still attract the cutest boy in school? Brilliantly funny
and poignant, Randa Abdel-Fattah's debut novel will strike a chord in
all teenage readers, no matter what their beliefs.

Maestro Mario by Andrew Schartmann
Super Mario Bros. for the NES contains some of the most
recognizable tunes in popular culture, and yet it’s safe to say that only
a handful of people have thought beyond the music’s entertaining
surface. After all, what could possibly be art-worthy about an early
Mario score? Or any early game sound for that matter?
In search of answers to these questions, Andrew Schartmann takes
us on a journey from the primitive “pongs” of arcade machines to the
complex musical fabrics woven by composers of the NES era. Where
does that distinctly Nintendo-flavored sound come from? What sets
NES music apart from its predecessors? And how has that iconic ‘80s
videogame sound “invaded” popular culture?"

All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque

Paul Baumer enlisted with his classmates in the German army of World
War I. Youthful, enthusiastic, they become soldiers. But despite what they
have learned, they break into pieces under the first bombardment in the
trenches. And as horrible war plods on year after year, Paul holds fast to
a single vow: to fight against the principles of hate that meaninglessly pits
young men of the same generation but different uniforms against each
other--if only he can come out of the war alive.

Zorba the Greek by Nikos Kazantzakis
First published in 1946, Zorba the Greek, is, on one hand, the story of
a Greek working man named Zorba, a passionate lover of life, the
unnamed narrator who he accompanies to Crete to work in a lignite
mine, and the men and women of the town where they settle. On the
other hand it is the story of God and man, The Devil and the Saints;
the struggle of men to find their souls and purpose in life and it is about
love, courage and faith.
Zorba has been acclaimed as one of the truly memorable creations of
literature—a character created on a huge scale in the tradition of
Falstaff and Sancho Panza. His years have not dimmed the gusto and
amazement with which he responds to all life offers him, whether he is
working in the mine, confronting mad monks in a mountain monastery,
embellishing the tales of his life or making love to avoid sin. Zorba’s life
is rich with all the joys and sorrows that living brings and his example
awakens in the narrator an understanding of the true meaning of humanity. This is one of the
greatest life-affirming novels of our time.

I Will Always Write Back: How One Letter Changed Two Lives by Caitlin Alifirenka, Liz
Welch and Martin Ganda
It started as an assignment. Everyone in Caitlin's class wrote to an
unknown student somewhere in a distant place.
Martin was lucky to even receive a pen-pal letter. There were only ten
letters, and fifty kids in his class. But he was the top student, so he got
the first one.
That letter was the beginning of a correspondence that spanned six
years and changed two lives.
In this compelling dual memoir, Caitlin and Martin recount how they
became best friends --and better people--through their long-distance
exchange. Their story will inspire you to look beyond your own life and
wonder about the world at large and your place in it.

Unplanned: The Dramatic True Story of a Former Planned Parenthood Leader's
Eye-Opening Journey across the Life Line By Abby Johnson
Abby Johnson quit her job in October 2009. That simple act became a
national news story because Abby was the director of a Planned
Parenthood clinic in Texas who, after participating in an actual abortion
procedure for the first time, walked down the street to join the Coalition
for Life.
Unplanned is a heart-stopping personal drama of life-and-death
encounters, a courtroom battle, and spiritual transformation that speaks
hope and compassion into the political controversy that surrounds this
issue. Telling Abby’s story from both sides of the abortion clinic
property line, this book is a must-read for anyone who cares about the
life versus rights debate and helping women who face crisis
pregnancies.

Seconds Away by Harlen Coben

When tragedy strikes close to home, Mickey Bolitar and his loyal new
friends—sharp-witted Ema and the adorkably charming Spoon—find
themselves at the center of a terrifying mystery involving the shooting
of their friend Rachel. Now, not only does Mickey have to continue his
quest to uncover the truth about the Abeona Shelter, the Butcher of
Lodz and the mysterious death of his father, he needs to figure out
who shot Rachel—no matter what it takes.
Mickey has always been ready to sacrifice everything to help the
people he loves. But with danger just seconds away, how can he
protect them when he’s not even sure who—or what—he’s protecting
them from?

Callings: The Purpose and Passion of Work by Dave Isay (9-12)
In Callings, StoryCorps founder Dave Isay presents unforgettable
stories from people doing what they love. Some found their paths
at a very young age, others later in life; some overcame great odds
or upturned their lives in order to pursue what matters to them.
Many of their stories have never been broadcast or published by
StoryCorps until now.
We meet a man from the barrios of Texas whose harrowing
experiences in a family of migrant farmers inspired him to become
a public defender. We meet a longtime waitress who takes pride in
making regulars and newcomers alike feel at home in her Nashville
diner. We meet a young man on the South Side of Chicago who
became a teacher in order to help at-risk teenagers like the ones
who killed his father get on the right track. We meet a woman from
Little Rock who helps former inmates gain the skills and confidence
they need to rejoin the workforce. Together they demonstrate how
work can be about much more than just making a living, that
chasing dreams and finding inspiration in unexpected places can transform a vocation into a calling.
Their shared sense of passion, honor, and commitment brings deeper meaning and satisfaction to
every aspect of their lives. Callings is an inspiring tribute to rewarding work and the American pursuit
of happiness.

The Hot Zone by Richard Preston
The bestselling landmark account of the first emergence of the Ebola
virus. A highly infectious, deadly virus from the central African rain
forest suddenly appears in the suburbs of Washington, D.C. There is
no cure. In a few days 90 percent of its victims are dead. A secret
military SWAT team of soldiers and scientists is mobilized to stop the
outbreak of this exotic "hot" virus. The Hot Zone tells this dramatic
story, giving a hair-raising account of the appearance of rare and
lethal viruses and their "crashes" into the human race. Shocking,
frightening, and impossible to ignore, The Hot Zone proves that truth
really is scarier than fiction.

An Astronaut’s Guide to Life on Earth by Chris Hadfield
Chris Hadfield has spent decades training as an astronaut and has
logged nearly 4000 hours in space. During this time he has broken
into a Space Station with a Swiss army knife, disposed of a live
snake while piloting a plane, and been temporarily blinded while
clinging to the exterior of an orbiting spacecraft.
In his bestselling An Astronaut's Guide to Life on Earth, Hadfield
takes readers deep into his years of training and space exploration
to show how to make the impossible possible. Through
eye-opening, entertaining stories, his vivid and refreshing insights
will teach you how to think like an astronaut, and will change,
completely, the way you view life on Earth-especially your own.

Holes by Louis Sachar
Stanley Yelnats is under a curse. A curse that began with his
no-good-dirty-rotten-pig-stealing-great-great-grandfather and has since
followed generations of Yelnatses. Now Stanley has been unjustly sent
to a boys’ detention center, Camp Green Lake, where the boys build
character by spending all day, every day digging holes exactly five feet
wide and five feet deep. There is no lake at Camp Green Lake. But
there are an awful lot of holes.
It doesn’t take long for Stanley to realize there’s more than character
improvement going on at Camp Green Lake. The boys are digging
holes because the warden is looking for something. But what could be
buried under a dried-up lake? Stanley tries to dig up the truth in this
inventive and darkly humorous tale of crime and punishment—and
redemption.

Don't Let's Go to the Dogs Tonight, An African Childhood by Alexandra Fuller (grades
10-12 only)
Though it is a diary of an unruly life in an often inhospitable place,
Don’t Let’s Go to the Dogs Tonight is suffused with Fuller’s endearing
ability to find laughter, even when there is little to celebrate. Fuller’s
debut is unsentimental and unflinching but always captivating. In wry
and sometimes hilarious prose, she stares down disaster and looks
back with rage and love at the life of an extraordinary family in an
extraordinary time.
From 1972 to 1990, Alexandra Fuller—known to friends and family as
Bobo—grew up on several farms in southern and central Africa. Her
father joined up on the side of the white government in the Rhodesian
civil war, and was often away fighting against the powerful black
guerilla factions. Her mother, in turn, flung herself at their African life
and its rugged farm work with the same passion and maniacal energy
she brought to everything else. Though she loved her children, she
was no hand-holder and had little tolerance for neediness. She nurtured her daughters in other
ways: She taught them, by example, to be resilient and self-sufficient, to have strong wills and strong
opinions, and to embrace life wholeheartedly, despite and because of difficult circumstances. And
she instilled in Bobo, particularly, a love of reading and of storytelling that proved to be her salvation.

Survival of the Sickest by Sharon Moalem
Joining the ranks of modern myth busters, Dr. Sharon Moalem turns
our current understanding of illness on its head and challenges us to
fundamentally change the way we think about our bodies, our health,
and our relationship to just about every other living thing on earth.
Through a fresh and engaging examination of our evolutionary history,
Dr. Moalem reveals how many of the conditions that are diseases
today actually gave our ancestors a leg up in the survival
sweepstakes. But Survival of the Sickest doesn't stop there. It goes on
to demonstrate just how little modern medicine really understands
about human health, and offers a new way of thinking that can help all
of us live longer, healthier lives.

The Red Bandanna: A Life, A Choice, A Legacy by Tom Rinaldi
One Sunday morning before church, when Welles Crowther was a
young boy, his father gave him a red handkerchief for his back
pocket. Welles kept it with him that day, and just about every day to
come; it became a fixture and his signature.
A standout athlete growing up in Upper Nyack, NY, Welles was also a
volunteer at the local fire department, along with his father. He
cherished the necessity and the camaraderie, the meaning of the
role. Fresh from college, he took a Wall Street job on the 104th floor
of the South Tower of the World Trade Center, but the dream of
becoming a firefighter with the FDNY remained.
When the Twin Towers fell, Welles’s parents had no idea what
happened to him. In the unbearable days that followed, they came to
accept that he would never come home. But the mystery of his final
hours persisted. Eight months after the attacks, however, Welles’s mother read a news account from
several survivors, badly hurt on the 78th floor of the South Tower, who said they and others had
been led to safety by a stranger, carrying a woman on his back, down nearly twenty flights of stairs.
After leading them down, the young man turned around. “I’m going back up,” was all he said.
The survivors didn’t know his name, but despite the smoke and panic, one of them remembered a
single detail clearly: the man was wearing a red bandanna.

Leaves by Lucy Caldwell
We are where we come from?' That's not true. That's not true because if
that's true there's no hope for any of us.
Lori is coming home from her first term at university. It's only been a few
weeks and already things have gone badly wrong. But none of the rest
of the family knows, or understands, what really happened.
In this fiercely observed family drama, three teenage girls struggle to
define who they are, and why, and where they might be going.

